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Workers from Paul Maurer Shows put up this year's Rotary Club Carnival at Luckie Park Wednesday 

afternoon, March 11. The carnival was officially cancelled on Thursday afternoon.  
Kurt Schauppner The Desert Trail 

MORONGO BASIN — Due to concerns involving the spread of the new coronavirus 

disease, COVID-19, several events in the Morongo Basin and throughout California 

have been canceled or postponed. 

These events include local community gatherings, sporting events and large music 

festivals like Coachella and Stagecoach. 

Gov. Gavin Newsom issued a message late Wednesday, saying the state’s public 

health experts have determined that large gatherings should be postponed or canceled 

across the state until at least the end of March. 

On Thursday morning, San Bernardino County responded by ordering an immediate 

cancellation or postponement of gatherings of more than 250 people. 



“The county realizes that this order will result in inconveniences to many people and 

businesses,” said San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors Chairman Curt 

Hagman. “However, the county’s primary concern is the health and well being of its 

residents and visitors.” 

Non-essential gatherings that will attract fewer than 250 people can proceed only if the 

organizers can enforce social distancing of six feet per person, per the California 

Department of Public Health. 

In Twentynine Palms, Sky’s the Limit canceled stargazing parties on March 14 and 

March 21. 

“Sky’s the Limit is taking a very cautious approach out of concerns for our guests and 

visitors as well as our astronomers,” Ann Corgdon said in an email. 

A Friday night lecture at the Old Schoolhouse Museum was canceled by the Twentynine 

Palms Historical Society board. 

The fire department also removed permits for the Rotary Club Spring Carnival at Luckie 

Park which was scheduled to take place this weekend, March 12-15. Full refunds will be 

given to anyone who purchased pre-sale wristbands from the Twentynine Palms Visitor 

Center, the Bowladium or the park and recreation department. 

The Morongo Basin Coalition for Adult Literacy and Kiwanis Club of Twentynine Palms 

have rescheduled the 29th annual spell-a-thon for May 16. 

The Desert Wildlife Celebration at Tortoise Rock Casino’s Live at the Rock Outdoor 

Venue was cancelled. The event was scheduled for Saturday, March 14.  

In Joshua Tree, Transition Joshua Tree canceled the March 12 edition of its monthly 

Death Café and the Rotary Club of Joshua Tree canceled its 40th anniversary 

celebration planned for Saturday at the Sportsman’s Club. 



Joshua Basin Water District canceled its annual Water Education Day slated for March 

29. 

 The Morongo Basin Humane Society has decided to postpone the eighth annual Woof 

Walk until further notice.  

All upcoming talks in the Artist’s Tea in the Park program are canceled. 

The town of Yucca Valley has canceled non-essential town events through April 2020. 

This will include the following: 

 Youth all-star basketball tournament, practices and participation. 
 Hi Desert Nature Museum noon lectures. 
 St. Patrick’s Day celebration at the senior center March 13. 
 St. Pet-Ricks Day Adoption Event March 17. 
 First-Saturday senior center event April 4. 
 Easter egg hunt April 11. 
 Earth Day April 20. 

The Bijou Theater in Yucca Valley is canceling its Friday event and will be closed until 

further notice. 

The Art Colony of Morongo Valley has canceled all classes because the community 

building at Covington Park is closed. 

The largest venues to shut down because of the coronavirus pandemic were 

Disneyland and California Adventure in Anaheim. The park will close Saturday and 

remain closed through March. 

In the Coachella Valley, the 2020 BNP Paribas Open was canceled. The open is one of 

the world’s leading tennis tournaments and was scheduled to start on March 9. 

Goldenvoice production company announced on Tuesday that it was postponing the 

Coachella and Stagecoach music festivals until October at the direction of the Riverside 

Public Health Department. 



Coachella was scheduled for April but will now take place Oct. 9-11 and Oct. 16-18. 

Stagecoach will take place Oct. 23-25 

As cities and counties throughout the United States continue to declare public health 

emergencies and step up safety measures, more event cancellations can be expected 

in the future; large Los Angeles events like E3 are already announcing cancellations 

and ticket refunds. If you are planning to go to a large, populated event in the near 

future, make sure you check with the venues. 

 


